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The 20th Anniversary Season of Modern Times Stage Company represented an important period of 
growth of our resources and reach into the larger community.  As we continue to gain recognition 
both at home and abroad for the unique work weÕre producing within the Canadian theatre 
community, allow us to thank all our funders, both small and large, for the crucial contributions 
they have made toward our ongoing success.  
 
Artistic Activities and H ighlights  
July 2008 Ð July 2009 
 
July 2008 
Acting Workshop Ð ÒOnly Sound RemainsÓ 
An exploration of the poetry of Forugh Farrokhzad with Modern TimesÕ acting students, performed 
at HarbourfrontÕs Tirgan Festival of Persian culture. 
 
January 2009 
Flurrious Ð a month long event series 
Featuring audience and professional development events, performances of Persian music and dance 
and workshop productions of Aurash and Hallaj. 
 
May 2009 
An Evening to Build Community Awareness 
Gathering of Persian community to celebrate the work of Modern Times Stage Company and 
support upcoming projects. 
 
May/June 2009 
The Dialogues Project  
Production of Aurash in Mostar, Bosnia-Herzegovina, in the local language with partners OKC 
Abra!evi! . 
 
June 2009 
Hallaj Ð Development Workshop 
Week-long script and theatrical development continues with the cast of Hallaj. 
 
 
Currently in development for our 2009 -10 SeasonÉ 

!  Hallaj, world premiere in September 2009 at The Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing 
Arts and as part of KitchenerÕs international IMPACT Ô09 Festival 

!  Aurash, co-productions at the Festival Iberoamericano de Teatro in Bogot‡, Colombia and 
the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts 

 
Modern Times Stage Company is a non-profit artistic collaborative devoted to offering culturally inclusive, 
alternative theatre experiences.  We produce adapted, translated and original works that stimulate, surprise 
and engage audiences throughout Canada and the world.   



  

Acting Workshop Ð Only Sound Remains  ___________  

 
 
During July 2008, ten young performers 
studied with Artistic Director Soheil Parsa 
for our annual Acting Workshop, this year 
using the work of Iranian poet Forough 
Farrokhzad as a base for exploration.  
 
In a man's world of Persian literature, 
Forugh Farrokhzad (1935-1967) confronted 
the social, political and religious conventions 
of Iranian society.  Her work parallels 
Modern TimesÕ interests in creating within a 
global framework, transcending borders and 
cultural identities. 
 
At the conclusion of training, a public 
presentation entitled ÒOnly Sound RemainsÓ 
was presented for several hundred audience 
members at The Tirgan Festival of Persian 
Culture, Harbourfront Centre. 

 
                        
                         
 
 
                           
 
 
                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Students of the 2008 Acting Workshop in rehearsal 

 

Participation in the workshop 
provided me with the opportunity to 
see through another’s eyes,  hear 
through different ears,  and feel  with 
another’s heart.  It  was not unti l  
then that I  could truly f ind myself.  

 

-  Saba Giani,  
   Theatre Student,   

Humber College 
 



 

Flurrious Ð a month long event series _______________  

 
Flurrious was Modern TimesÕ major 
event series of the season, incorporating 
a number of productions and audience 
and professional development activities 
throughout the month of January 2009. 
 
The events attracted our regular 
downtown theatre audience as well as 
substantial youth participation and 
members of the Persian community 
from across the GTA.  Admission to 

many of the events was free, with maximum ticket prices of $10 for staged events.  
 
Alongside public events, the script for Hallaj, in development since 2003, entered the rehearsal hall 
for the first time.  Soheil Parsa and Peter Farbridge are co-writers of this original new play based on 
the life of Hallaj, a legendary Sufi poet, teacher and martyr who lived in Iran from 858-922 CE.   
 
The production will have its world premiere in September 2009 at The Richmond Hill Centre for 
the Performing Arts and also be presented as part of KitchenerÕs international IMPACT Festival. 
 
Flurrious events includedÉ 
 
Hallaj: Backstage Access 
 
Integral to Modern TimesÕ creation process is an extensive period of research, development and 
collaboration in the rehearsal hall between all members of the cast and creative team.  This open 
rehearsal allowed audiences to discover how Modern TimesÕ unique aesthetic evolves.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The cast of Hallaj 
in rehearsal  



 
 
 
Hallaj: Advance Preview 
 
At the conclusion three weeks of rehearsals, several workshop presentations of Hallaj were 
performed for audiences both downtown and in Richmond Hill.  This was an invaluable experience 
for the creative team as the work continues development and provided a Òsneak peakÓ for audiences 
of a highly anticipated theatrical event next season. 

 
 
Sufi Time Arts Trio 
 
Inspired by classical Persian poetry, dance 
and music, dance artist /choreographer 
Sashar Zarif and musician Pirouz Yousefian 
collaborated on this performance which 
complimented the themes and cultural 
influences of Hallaj. The performance was 
followed by a discussion between Soheil 
Parsa and the performers of Sufi dance 
rituals and spiritual practice. 
 
 
 
 
Discussion following the performance 
 
 

 
 
Aurash: Workshop Presentation 
 
Aurash is a Persian myth dating back over 
one thousand years, updated with strong 
pacifist themes in a short story by Bahram 
BeyzaÕi and adapted for the stage by Soheil 
Parsa and dramaturge Brian Quirt. 
Modern TimesÕ award-winning production 
of Aurash is our most travelled production, 
including productions at the Centro Cultural 
Bertolt Brecht in Havana, Cuba (1999), the 
20th Fadjr International Theatre Festival, 
Tehran, Iran (2002) and this season in 
Mostar, Bosnia-Herzegovina.  Aurash 
received a staged reading during Flurrious, 
directed by Guillaume Bernardi and 
featuring students of Glendon CollegeÕs 
Drama Studies program.  

 
 
 
          Glendon College students perform 

 



 
 
 

 
Advance Training for 
Performers:  
 
During the month of January, 
Modern Times hosted DenmarkÕs 
Goossun Art-illery and presented 
the training workshop ÒPre-
Expressivity and Scenic PresenceÓ, 
led by the companyÕs Artistic 
Director Vahid, for a dozen 
Toronto-based performers.  This 
five-day training workshop was a 
valuable and unique opportunity for 
Canadian artists.  The work focused 
on strengthening physical and vocal 
techniques, based on the notion of 
pre-expressivity developed by 
Eugenio Barba and the Odin 
Theatre at ISTA, International 
School of Theatre Anthropology.  
 
 
Work Demonstration & Forum 
on Theatre Anthropology  
 
At the conclusion of Goossun  
Art -illeryÕs training, audiences were 
invited to join participating artists 
for an open work demonstration 
and discussion of work done 
throughout the week.  This event 
attracted both theatre practitioners 
and members of the academic 
community. 
 
 
Students in training 
 

 
 

I  was present in your workshop in the audience. It  was one the most unique 
experiences that I ’ve had with theatre workshops so far -  I  was not just an audience 
member,  but felt  I 'm acting too.  

- Setareh Delzendeh, Theatre Artist 
 



The Dialogues Project Ð Aurash in Mostar  __________  
 
Throughout the month of May, Soheil Parsa led 
a cast of four regional actors (Martina 
Kujund"i! -# akovi! , Ivan Rozi! , Igor 
Vida$kovi! , Vedran Vilogorac) and a 
production team including Marija Kara$i! , 
Abra!evi! Õs Husein Orucevi!  and Modern 
TimesÕ Sue Balint and Peter Farbridge.   
 
In Mostar, Ara! was presented in the local 
language with a translation by Canadian artists 
Dragana Varagi!  and Mihaila Petri$i! .  It was 
performed on June 5th and 6th, 2009 at OKC 
Abra!evi! , receiving much attention in the local 
and national media and an enthusiastic response 
from audiences.   

 
OKC Abra!evi!  will continue to present Ara! in 
repertory, with the possibility of touring the 
production to major centres throughout the 
region as well.  

           

          Soheil Parsa and the cast of Ara!  onstage 
 

The production itself  was a 
superb experience for al l  of us 
locals involved in it ,  but the 
thing that I  wi l l  always treasure 
and remember are not the 
rehearsals or the performances 
but the beautiful  and in so 
many ways powerful  story of 
Aurash. 

-  Ivan Rozi" ,   
Cast member of 
Aurash, Mostar 

 

"… an hour of complete pleasure for the 
Mostar audience… a theatrical  
experience r ich in emotion that opened 
new ways of thinking in our minds." 
 

     -  Radio Herceg-Bosna 



 

Persian Community Evening  ______________________  
 
On the evening of May 3, 2009, Modern TimesÕ invited the Persian community of the Greater 
Toronto Area to a special event designed to ÒBuild Community AwarenessÓ for the companyÕs work 
and build anticipation for upcoming productions of two important plays for the community Ð Hallaj 
and Aurash.  The event was held at, and generously co-sponsored by, ThornhillÕs Karoon 
Restaurant. 
 

The event welcomed current and potential supporters 
of the company including honoured guests Mr. Reza 
Moridi, MPP of Richmond Hill, and Professor Ric 
Knowles, a leading authority on intercultural theatre 
in Canada and editor of The Canadian Theatre 
Review, who spoke of Modern TimesÕ unique 
perspective and impact on the Canadian theatre 
community.  The event received coverage in the major 
Persian publications of the GTA and was attended by 
close to 100 community members, who enjoyed 
dinner, live music and a lively talkback session with 
company members. 
 
Peter Farbridge and Soheil Parsa speak at the May event 
 

 

Hallaj Ð Development Workshop  __________________  
 

After extensive development in January, the script of 
Hallaj received extensive rewrites by co-writers Soheil 
Parsa and Peter Farbridge.  In June 2009, the cast and 
production team re-assembled for another week of 
development work, focusing on both the text and 
physical elements of the piece.   
 
This was the final development period for Hallaj.  
Rehearsals for the world premiere production will 
commence in late August for the September world 
premiere production at the Richmond Hill Centre for  
the Performing Arts directed by Soheil Parsa. 

The work of Modern Times Stage Company is stunning in its simplicity,  clarity,  and 
power.  Modern Times is one of the most important theatre companies in the country 
r ight now, presenting the best of a new, intercultural  Canada to the country and the 
world.  Soheil  Parsa,  a modest man but one of the country's best directors,  is  a 
national  treasure.  

-Ric Knowles,  Editor,  Canadian Theatre Review 
 



 
Modern Times Stage Company 
Soheil Parsa, Artistic Director 
Peter Farbridge, Artistic Associate 
Adriana Sabogal, Director of Administration 
Sue Balint, Director of Development 
Guillermo Verdecchia, Playwright-in-Residence 

 

Board of Directors      Mallory Gilbert 
Christine Moynihan (Chairperson)    Randy Jamieson & Ms. Kim Bolton 
Anahita Azrahimi      Masood Mansourzadeh 
Maria Anna Calamia      Sandy Newton 
Advisory Board      Teresa Przybylski 
Tina Tehranchian      Albert Schultz 
Ali Vakili       Anonymous (1)  
Moe Fotovat 

Corporate Sponsors 
Individual Members      General Sponsors 
Social Creations Sponsors     ($50 - $249) 
 ($1,000 - $3,000)      Newton Landry Management 
Ali Vakili       

Artistic Sponsors 
Artistic Sponsors     ($500 - $999) 
($500 - $999)       Canspa Manfacturing Inc. 
Joan Farbridge       MichelÕs Baguette 
Hamid Gharajeh      Sina Printing 
Azita Parsa        
Adriana Sabogal      Production Sponsors 
Mohammad Saiy     ($2,500 - $4,999) 
Atih Seif       Group of Goldline (GL Print) 
Sherry Tabatabai       Shandiz Foods 
Saaed Taheri       Shahrvand Publication 
Tina Tehranchian       
Anonymous (1)      Foundations 

The F.K Morrow Foundation 
Dedicated Sponsors      The George Lunan Foundation 
($250 - $499)       Imperial Tobacco Canada Foundation 
Abbas Azadian       The John McKellar Foundation 
Rasoul Shaffie       The J.P. Bickell Foundation 
Mark Kingwell        c/o Bank of Nova Scotia Trust 
Sherry Tabatabai      The Julie-Jiggs Foundation 
Farangis Valli 
       Project Partners 
General Members     The Richmond Hill Centre for the  
($50 - $249)       Performing Arts 
Anahita Azrahimihamedani    The Canadian Institute of Conflict 
Mary Balint       Resolution, Ottawa 
Sue Balint      The Canadian International Institute of  
Chas Birkett & Kirsteen Birkett    Applied Negotiation, Ottawa 
Shakiba Dilmaghani     Goossun Art-illery, Denmark 
David Fox      OKC !"#$%&'(), Bosnia-Herzegovina 

 

Modern Times Stage Company, 55 Mill St., Case Goods Building, Suite 400, Toronto, Ontario, M5A 3C4  (416) 214-1428 
www.moderntimesstage.com 


